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The Court House: Change Is Coming

By HFFI Board President, John Hennessy
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history. Since 1852, Fredericksburg has been graced with one of the more compelling courthouses in all of Virginia.

The building at 815 Princess Anne Street was designed by James Renwick, who received $300 for his design services in
1852. The sum seems modest in light of his credentials. He had, in 1846, designed the new Smithsonian Building in
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The people of Fredericksburg handily
approved the idea of a new courthouse
by a referendum vote of 170 to 112,
but they choked on the cost of building
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to local builder William Baggot.
Citizens rounded up 172 signatures
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creation, instead favoring a simpler
$6,000 courthouse. Council rejected
the protest, and in 1852 city officials
cut the ribbon on a brick masterpiece
(there was no stucco on the building
then) that is today one of the finest
Gothic Revival courthouses in thenid-

Atlantic and the only one in Virginia.

This article is not about history,
however, but rather, about the future.
The use of the Fredericksburg Circuit
Court is, it seems, about to change. The
imperative for better security, better
facilities, and relief from the
inconveniences that old buildings
sometimes bring, has inspired both
the court and the city to agree that a
new facility is the better option.
(Where that facility should go

whether downtown or elsewhere? is

another question for another column.)
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an important challenge: how to treat
and how to use the 1852 Renwick

courthouse building.
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(Continued on p. 5)



