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HFFI DONATION TO REPAIR
CONFEDERATE CEMETERY

In a brief ceremony October 27, the Historic Fredenicksburg Foundation
presented a check for $6,131.61 to the Ladies Memorial Association to help rebuild
the wall of the Fredericksburg Confederate Cemetery, which was damaged by Hurmni-
Isabel in August 2003.

The check was presented by HFFI Executive Director Thomas Hart to La-
dies Memorial Association Treasurer Susan Lang. “We are delighted to fulfill His-
tonic Fredericksburg Foundation®s commitment to donate fifieen percent of the pro-
ceeds of the 2003 Candlelight Tour to this important project” Hart commented.

The Ladies Memorial Asscciation was also represented by their president,
Barbara Crookshanks, and secretary, Betty Stephens. HFFI Directors Mary Ellen
Wheeler and Mari Lucey also attended.

Mis. Crookshanks noted that the Association has succeeded in raising pri-
vate funds to match the City of Fredericksburg’s contribution, for a total of over
$70,000. She poimnted out that Historic Fredenicksburg Foundation was the first or-
ganization to pledge support to help rebuild the wall.

Organized on May 10, 1866, the Ladies’ Memorial Association of Freder-
icksburg established, owns and maintains the Fredenicksburg Confederate Cemetery.
The Association cares for the praves and honors those Confederate soldiers who
died in this area’s four battles of the War Between the States.

The Cemetery was dedicated in May 1870 to 3,553 men from 14 states who
were reinterred here — inchuding five Confederate Generals. The cemetery wall was
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Foundation to Hire
Expert to Review
Historic District
Ordinance

At their November 17
meeting, the HFFI Board of Di-
rectors resolved to hire an expert
consultant to study the Historic
District Ordinance and related
procedures and to make recom-
mendations to the foundation
and the city govemment.

The action come in the
wake of City Council comments
on the problematic question of
‘standing’ of historic  district
residents to appeal Architectural
Review Board decisions, which
is not defined clearly in the pre-
sent ordinance.

“We want to partner with
the city and provide expertise as
they consider such changes™ said
HFFI President Carter Hudgins.
“There are a number of issues to

look at besides standing ™
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THE USS MONITOR, PRESERVED!
A photo gallery from the HFFI Field Trip
HFFI members traveled by bus to the Mariner’s Museum in New-
port News on September 25 to view the artifacts salvaged from the USS
Monitor in 2002. The Monitor engaged the CSS Virginia (constructed
from the USS Merrimack) in the famous first engagement of ironclads at

Hampton Roads on March 8, 1862. These photos were taken by HFFI
member and talented photogmpher Dave SlIberman

The 20-foot diameter turret - the first turret on any warship — sits up- '
mde—down in a constant bath of water and preserving fluids to leach
out damaging salts from the iron.

The bronze propeller is in excellent
condition, and surprisingly large at
nine feet high.

Objects on display range from
the two huge Dahlgren guns in
their preserving baths (above) to

a perfect butter dish (below).

Tour guide Al Mitchell, dressed in period costume of a Union seaman,
explains a model of the Monitor’s steam powerplant to HFFI members
Stew Engle and Tom Crimmons. The actual engine has been recov-
ered, and will be displayed when conservation is complete.










