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Museum Hosts Engaging Annual Meeting 
 

On Sunday, March 29th, the Historic Fredericksburg Foundation, Inc. 

held its annual meeting. The event included presentations by officers 

and staff members concerning the organizationôs progress over the 

past year and previewing whatôs in store for the year ahead. Speakers  

included HFFI President Dick Hansen, Historical Marker Committee 

Chair Sandy Staley, and Oral History Chair Beth Daly.  Treasurer Paul 

Cymrot had the unenviable task of reporting on HFFIôs current fiscal 

health to members in attendance.  Like many other organizations and 

investors, HFFI endured some financial strain during last yearôs  

tumultuous market decline. Nevertheless, the Foundation continued its 

successful effort to reduce the operating budge deficit the organization 

had incurred over the past decade.  In fact, as of March 2009, the  

Foundation has trimmed that debt from its high-water mark of $70,000 

in 2007 down to approximately $20,000ða 71-percent improvement 

in just 2 years. The Board of Directors has made it a priority goal to  

completely erase the deficit by March 2012. 

Following the treasurer's report, discussion turned to cheerier topics as 

Publications Committee Chair Kerri Barile presented 10 extremely 

deserving individuals and organizations with HFFIôs annual  

Preservation Awards (see sidebar). This year, the Foundation added a 

new honor to its standard slate of categories, the Pillars of the  

Community Award, to acknowledge individuals who have made  

fundamental and enduring contributions to the local preservation 

movement.  The honor was inspired by the recent passing of two  

extraordinary women, Mary Phoebe Enders Willis and Anne Martin 

Wilson Rowe. Both were exceptional, life-long preservationists, and 

HFFI was grateful to have their families in the audience to help  

celebrate their remarkable achievements. Additional recognition was 

expressed by Speaker of the House of Delegates William J. Howell, 

Senator Edd Houck, Senator Richard Stuart, and Delegate Bobby  

Orrock who presented the Willis and Rowe families with the Senate of 

VA Joint Resolution #436 Celebrating the Life of Mary Phoebe Enders 

Willis and Anne Martin Wilson Rowe. 

Executive Director Sean Maroney next talked briefly about HFFIôs 

goals for 2009, emphasizing membership development and  

fundraising, and highlighting several planned initiatives, including a 

neighborhood outreach program and website re-design. Then, after 

brief introductions by Nominations Committee Chair Sara Poore,  

attending members voted unanimously to approve four new Board 

members: John Hennessy, Matthew Laird, John Van Zandt, and  

Jeremy Vaughn. New officers were also elected (see page 2). 

The highlight of the dayôs events was an inspiring presentation delivered by Edwin Watson, Director Emeritus of the Fredericksburg Area 

Museum. Mr. Watson discussed the highs and lows of preservation in Fredericksburg over the past two decades, emphasizing the meetingôs 

underlying theme: celebrating the many notable successes of the past while anticipating the new and greater things we will accomplish 

through working together. HFFI sincerely thanks Mr. Watson for his participation, the Fredericksburg Area Museum for hosting the event, 

and Dori Farrell for catering the reception following the meeting.     

          We hope to see you all next year! 

2 0 0 9  H F F I   

P R E S E R V A T I O N  A W A R D S 

E. Boyd Graves Award for Preservation Excellence  

Bailey Bros Bldg LLC  for restoration and  repairs to 

the Historic Exchange/Maury Hotel  

Mr. and Mrs. Charles G. McDaniel  for sponsoring 

an archaeological investigation of the circa 

1820 Sentry Box Ice House  

Excellence in Landscaping  

Jeannie P. Dahnk and William E. Glover  for  

creating an Authentic Victorian Garden at 1103 

Princess Anne Street  

City Of Fredericksburg  for restoration of the Aquia 

Stone wall at the City School Board Building  

Dr. Edward D. Alvey, Jr. Education Award  

Professor W. Brown Morton  for his long  

commitment as a Professor & Advocate of  

Historic Preservation  

The Lillian D. Reed Volunteer Award  

Sandy Staley  for her years of dedication to the 

HFFI Marker Committee  

The Presidentõs Exceptional Service Award 

Barbara Pratt Willis  for her 9 years as an HFFI Board 

Member & her many years on the Junior Board  

The Directorsõ Special Recognition Award 

Edwin W. Watson  for his multi -decade career as 

steward of the Fredericksburg Area Museum  

The Pillars of the Community Award  

Mary Phoebe Enders Willis  and Anne Martin Wilson 

Rowe  for their life -long commitment to historic 

preservation in Fredericksburg  
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MEMBERSHIP 

Contact Lori R. Syner for questions  

regarding your membership renewal  

or about becoming a new member.   

Become a Member of HFFI!  

Individual and corporate members 

who support HFFIõs mission are  

investing in their community and  

directly contributing to the  

preservation of Fredericksburgõs  

historic resources. Members enjoy 

a range of benefits, including an  

i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  a n n ua l  

membership meeting, a quarterly 

newsletter, and discounts on many 

H F F I- s p o n s o r e d  e v e n t s ,  

p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  

merchandise. Join now and enjoy 

these and other exciting new  

benefits.  

Mike & Leslie Andricos 

James A. Armond 

Joe Botkin 

Cindie Brown 

Karen Carter 

Stefanie Casey 

Bruce & Sandra Davis 

Bert De Vore 

Anita Dodd 

Heather Dollins 

Edward M. Ferguson 

Raymond W. Gill, Jr. 

Barbara Kincaid 

Barbara Kirby 

Matthew & Melanie Laird 

Marjorie A. Leech 

Dr. & Mrs. Greg Masson 

Moncure Conway Foundation 

Mary Catherine Moncure 

Walter Jervis Sheffield 

John W. Swerchek 

George & Milena Vansant 

Alan Zirkle 

 

Welcome to HFFIôs Newest MembersWelcome to HFFIôs Newest Members  

 

The 2009 Candlelight Tour isThe 2009 Candlelight Tour is  

Back on Washington Avenue!Back on Washington Avenue!  
 

The 2009 Candlelight Tour will feature homes on Washington 

Avenue this coming December. The tour will take place on the  

second weekend of DecemberðSaturday, December 12th and  

Sunday, December 13th from 11am to 5pm.  The private tour will 

be held on Saturday, December 12th from 6pm to 8pm.  We are 

still securing homes and event venues. The Candlelight Tour  

Committee invites anyone who is interested in assisting with the 

planning to call the HFFI office at (540) 371-4504 and speak with 

the Candlelight Tour Event Coordinator, Lori R. Syner.   

There will be an advance sale ticket price.  Members will receive 

an order form in the mail, just like last year.  Mark your calendar 

now and donôt miss another great tour of some of the local historic 

homes in our beautiful Fredericksburg area.   

Watch future newsletters for more information! 

HFFI Officers for 2009 

In March, the HFFI Board unanimously voted on this 

yearõs new officers.  We are extremely thankful for 

their commitment and service to the Foundation:  

President: John Hennessy     Vice President: Kerri Barile 

Secretary: Loretta Lettner     Treasurer: Paul Cymrot  
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Welcome New Board Members 

John Hennessy has been involved with preservation for nearly three decades: first as a 

historian at Manassas Battlefield in the early 1980s, then as a preservation planner for the 

New York State Historic Preservation Office in Albany, and for the last 15 years as  

Assistant Superintendent and (now) Chief Historian at Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania 

National Military Park.  He has testified before Congress on preservation issues and has 

engaged in some of Virginia's most prominent preservation battles of the last 25 years, 

including the dispute over the proposed "Williams Center" mall at Manassas in the 1980s 

and the battle over the proposed Disney Theme Park in Haymarket in the 1990s.  John is 

a native of upstate New York, where he attended school at the University at Albany, but 

has lived in the Fredericksburg area since 1995.  His wife, Sara Poore, is a past president 

of HFFI.   They live in Hartwood in Stafford County. 

 
 

Matthew R. Laird, Ph.D., is a native of Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.  Matt received 

a B.A. in History from the University of Toronto.  He moved to Virginia in 1990, 

and earned a Ph.D. in American History (with a specialization in the colonial  

period) from the College of William and Mary in 1995. In graduate school, he 

completed an internship program in historical archaeology with the Colonial  

Williamsburg Foundation, and for the past 14 years has worked in the field of  

cultural resource management.  He is currently a partner in the James River  

Institute for Archaeology, Inc. (JRIA), based in Williamsburg.  As Senior  

Researcher for JRIA, Matt specializes in conducting historic research in support of 

the firm's projects and directs a variety of archaeological investigations.  He and 

his wife Melanie (who grew up nearby in Westmoreland County) have called  

Fredericksburg home since 1998 and have nearly finished (?!) renovating their 

1938 College Heights bungalow.  
 

 

 

 

 

Jon Van Zandt has lived in the Fredericksburg area since 1983.  He received 

his degree from James Madison University in Harrisonburg, Virginia.  He now 

lives in downtown Fredericksburg with his wife Maggie and their two sons 

Palmer and Griffin.  Jon is the owner of Van Zandt Restorations LLC, a Class A 

general  contracting firm specializing in the restoration and renovation 

of residential and commercial structures in the greater Fredericksburg area.  

 
 

 

 

Jeremy Vaughn is a graduate of the University of Mary Washington, with degrees in 

both Historic Preservation and Music. Jeremy is equally active in the arts and  

preservation community, dividing a majority of his time between several local  

performance groups and museum-related activities.  He is currently a Research  

Assistant at the Fredericksburg Area Museum and Cultural Center where he has worked 

on various new exhibits, including Fredericksburg: Then and Now, the current  

Documents Gallery exhibit, Oral History kiosk, and the upcoming exhibit  

Fredericksburg Rx. Jeremy credits his hometown of Fredericksburg as the driving force 

behind his interest in history and preservation, and is excited to give back to the  

community that instilled that passion in him. 
Photo by Ryan Bautista 


