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From the Presidenté On a Plan for Preservation 

As Fredericksburg prepares to consider the Preservation Plan developed by the Historic  

Preservation Task Forceða group of citizens brought together to address the challenges that 

face Fredericksburg in the realm of preservationðit might be useful to revisit some of the  

principles that compel HFFI to favor such a plan.  Sometimes we forget. 

 Its care for its historic buildings and landscapesðthose things that make it distinctiveðis the 

reason Fredericksburg is not Springfield or Annandale. Can anyone tell where "downtown"  

Annandale is (or was)?  Is Springfield anything more than a mixing bowl and a mall?   

Fredericksburg's sense of place and, yes, its sense of history, is what gives it its unique niche 

in the marketplace, whereby tens of thousands of people come to our community to walk the 

streets, browse in our downtown shops, eat in our restaurants, and explore our  

battlefields. Those who live here forget how uncommon Fredericksburg is. It has a soul. That 

soul is highly marketable, and worth millions.  More than that, it makes for a fabulous place to 

live.   

The idea that those in favor of preservation want simply to "keep everything as it was" is one 

of the oldest and most tiresome canards around. Good preservation programs are built around 

the concept of managing change. The goal is to keep Fredericksburg's downtown vital, its  

community distinctive. While that is a forward-thinking endeavor, we cannot forget for a  

moment that the cornerstone of our city's vitality and distinctiveness lies in its history, its  

visual identity, and in the unique landscape that is Fredericksburg. Whittle that away, and over 

time Fredericksburg will be Annandale (with all due respect to Annandale).            

                    [Contôd on p. 3...] 

John Hennessy  

2010 Annual Meeting  

Historic Fredericksburg Foundation, Inc.  

You are invited to the 54th Annual Meeting of the Historic Fredericksburg Foundation, 
Inc., to be held Sunday, March 14, 2010, at 2:00 p.m., in the auditorium of the Central  
Rappahannock Regional Library located at 1201 Caroline Street, Fredericksburg, Virginia.   
*ÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÔÁÌË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ςππω ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÆÏÒ ςπρπȟ 
and  help us recognize some of the important preservation efforts made by HFFI members 
and others in our community.  Refreshments will be served at the Lewis Store immediately 
following the conclusion of the meeting. 



    Feb. 2010         Historic Fredericksburg Foundation, Inc., Newsletter       p. 2   

 

Ann Bernardi 

Wayne & Linda Bussell 

Jessie R. Cochran 

Donna Marie Dent 

Chuck & Donna Dettmann 

Rose Devaney 

Robert & Diane Epp 

Megan Judy 

Mr. & Mrs. Steven G. Judy 

Rachel Judy 

Michael Kasey 

Betty Westerlund 

Shirley G. Whelan 

 

Welcome to HFFIôs Newest MembersWelcome to HFFIôs Newest Members  

New Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday & Thursday closed from 3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

2009 Donation Thanks 
 

HFFI would like to extend its sincere thanks to the following  

individuals for donations they have made to the Foundation: 

 

Many thanks to Richard E. Hansen for  

donating a computer to the Foundation. 

 

Thank you to the following cash donors: 

Josiah P. Rowe 

Robert & Joann Desilets 

Fred & Barbara Rankin 

Robert F. Hale, Jr. 

The General Store Restaurant 

Bobbie Blalock 

George & Milena Vansant 

Patti & Bill Turner 

Reinhard & Linda Williams 

Richard Underwood 

A Place In Time 

Michael Buchanan 

Mitchell, Janet & Timothy Edson 

 

And thank you to the following individuals for purchasing  

a brick to be placed in the Lewis Store sidewalk: 

 

Dr. & Mrs. A.L. Moore 

Raymond Polcha 

Barbara G. Fant 

Mr. & Mrs. Warren P. Harding 

Become a Member of HFFI! 

"Ù ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ (&&)ȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȟ  
both individual and corporate 
members are directly investing 
in their community and helping 
ÕÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÅ &ÒÅÄÅÒÉÃËÓÂÕÒÇȭÓ 
historic resources.  Members 
also enjoy a range of benefits, 
including an invitation to the 
a n n u a l  
membership meeting, a quar-
terly newsletter, a copy of the 
Journal of Fredericksburg His-
t o r y ,  
published annually, and dis-
counts on HFFI-sponsored 
e v e n t s ,  
publications, and other  
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1200 Caroline Street 

Fredericksburg, VA 22401 

Phone 540-371-4504 

Fax 540-371-4505 

office@hffi.org 

www.hffi.org  

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Sean Maroney 

540-371-4504 

director@hffi.org 

 

OFFICE MANAGER 

Lori R. Syner 

540-371-4504 

office@hffi.org 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Contact Lori R. Syner for questions  

regarding your membership renewal  

or about becoming a new member.   
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From the Presidenté On a Plan for Preservation        [Contôd from p. 1] 

We certainly recognize the critical role profit plays in successful preservation. Without money, and the  
prospect of generating more, preservation simply does not happen. But the power of personal profit alone does 

not a preservation program makeðinvestment in historic properties is not enough. It's not enough when a 

neighbor can come in next to the property you have lovingly and expensively preserved and have carte-blanche 

to create anythingðby removal (an increasingly  

common phenomenon hereabouts) or transformation (usually by 

increments, but in the end transformation nonetheless). A  

sensible preservation program protects the investments that are 
the foundation of preservation, making further investment (and 

profit) far more likely. Fredericksburg is a case study in the 

value and profitability of preservation; property values in  

Fredericksburg's historic district are significantly higher than 

elsewhere in the community.  The level of economic activity in 

downtown Fredericksburg on a typical Saturday afternoon  

exceeds that of most downtowns on the east coast. 

Along those same lines, some suggest 

that a preservation program recognizes 

only a single value: money. A  

preservation program built solely on the 

idea that pretty buildings will preserve 

themselves overlooks the fact that not 

all important buildings or places are 

pretty, and many are very much worth 
preserving.  While government cannot 

always do the saving, it can help the 

process along.  And therein lies the 

value of improving the practice of  

preservation in Fredericksburg.   

Preservation is hard work. Destruction 

is easyðit can be accomplished in a 
single stroke in a minute.  But managing change in a community 

committed to preserving its defining characteristics is relentless, 

repetitive, and sometimes irksome (though ultimately well worth 

the effort).  The work that the preservation task force has done is 

excellent, and a vivid illustration of the people within a  

democracy pushing its government to improve (government can 

ALWAYS improve).  The effort is not about preserving old 

things.  Rather it is about protecting investments already made 
and inspiring future investment in the downtown and  

community.  It is also about sustaining the places and landscapes that render Fredericksburg distinctive and, in-

deed, uniqueða wonderful place to live and visit.   

5ÐÄÁÔÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 0ÒÏÐÏÓÅÄ  
Historic Preservation Plan  

Representatives from HFFI continue to 
work with the Historic Preservation 
Task Force on shepherding the  
proposed Fredericksburg Historic  
Preservation Plan through the City's  
review and approval process. A  
completed draft of the plan was  
submitted to City staff for comments 
late last year, and in December,  
members from the Task Force met 
with the Planning Commission to get 
their initial thoughts and feedback.   
Commission members suggested  
several modifications intended to more 
closely integrate the plan's stated goals 
and objectives with the City's existing 
zoning and planning policies, and to 
help facilitate its eventual implementa-
tion.   The Task Force is hoping to set a 
second meeting with the Planning  
Commission this month before the 
group holds a formal Public Hearing. 
The goal is to forward a final draft of 
the plan to the City Council for a vote 
this summer.  

We will continue to update you as the 
process moves forward.  We encourage 
our members to review the document 
(download it from HFFI's website) and 
let us, and the Task Force, know what 
you think. 
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Another Successful Candlelight Tour 
 

The 39th Annual Candlelight Tour was yet again a big success for HFFI and preservation in Fredericksburg.  The tour showcased 

the Washington Avenue area with three homes on Washington Avenue, one home on Cornell Street, two homes on Hawke Street, 

and the Kenmore Plantation.  Rhoda Eagan at 607 Hawke Street, Ross & Debby Girvan at 612 Hawke Street, Chris & Libba 

White at 706 Cornell Street, Bill & Jane Holls at 1305 Washington Avenue, Brad & Chris Repp at 1407  

Washington Avenue, and David & Dotty Rice at 1411 Washington Avenue graciously opened their homes for the public.  The 

George Washington Foundation opened the Kenmore Plantation to the tour patrons 

free of charge and provided period-dressed reenactors to converse with the guests.  

Also dressed in historic period wear, the Ladies Memorial Association opened the 

Confederate and City Cemeteries. Our own HFFI President, John Hennessy, provided 

guided tours of the cemeteries.  The tour offered a variety of activities for the tour 

patrons to enjoy.   

Many local entertainment groups came out to play bells, dance, and sing for the  

enjoyment of all of those walking the streets between homes.  And of course Santa 

came to visit with the kids and patrons with wonderful stories and Christmas joy.  

Ghosts of Fredericksburg provided a tour guide to share stories of the local area to 

tour goers, Olde Towne Carriages offered special tour-priced carriage rides for the 

visitors around the avenue, and we had the pleasure of hosting the Confederate  

Encampment in the mall area while the tour was taking place.  Local support like this 

is what makes this tour possible and shows how strong our community really is. 

The Free Lance-Star hosted the Candlelight Tour Gift Shop in its community room.  

We received many requests from local vendors to be a part of the event, and HFFI 

hosted 10 vendors as well as our own HFFI merchandise for sale. The variety of items 

was appealing to all that visited.  Our  

wonderful volunteers once again handed 

out decorative sugar cookies and hot cider 

for the tour patrons and provided a place to 

rest for a moment before continuing or just 

after finishing the tour. 

The Private Tour, once again open to the 

public, was a huge success with over 200 tickets sold.  The Private Tour goers  

received a special feature, extra home for their ticket purchase.  Jim & Susan Pates 

opened their home, Elmhurst, at 2010 Fall Hill just for the Private Tour.  MediCorp 

Properties at 2300 Fall Hill Avenue welcomed our event into their atrium and foyer to 

host the Cocktail Party.  Rhonda Reeves with Cajun Creations presented a lovely and 

delicious menu, and we once again provided a full open bar for our guests.  Peter 

Mealy and Laurie Rose Griffith entertained the  attendees and they were a great  

addition to the party and enjoyed by all. 

Thanks to Barbara Fant for hosting our Appreciation Reception for the  

homeowners, head hostesses, and decorators the Friday week before the tour. We 

were able to show some gratitude to our wonderful volunteers that played a major role 

in the tour. Dori Farrell with Party Services by Dori catered the event.  We presented 

the homeowners with the pen & ink drawing of their home done by local artist Marion 

Krock Kolson. We obtained 24 ads for the tour booklet and sold over 1300 tickets.   

Although the rain on Sunday put a damper on our total ticket sales, we brought in a 

great profit of $27,572.64 to aid the Foundation in its continued efforts to promote the 

history of our beautiful town. 

It takes countless numbers of volunteers to pull off this tour each year. The Historic Fredericksburg Foundation could not be as  

successful as it is without the help of so many local citizens who donate hours of their time to make that success possible.  A 

huge thank you goes out to all of those listed above and on the next couple of pages plus many more. 

Lori R. Syner  


